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THE fourteen years which intervened between the
laying down of Sri B. V. Narasimha SwamFs pen
after writing the foregoing Life of Sri Ramana Maharshi
and the passing of the Master into Mahanirvana in 1950,,
saw great expansion in the Ashram's activities and its
fame. As Sri Bhagavan^s teaching spread far and wide
and captivated the hearts and imaginations of seekers,,
both m the East and the West, devotees and truth-hungry
visitors poured into the Ashram from many lands and
climes in an mcreasingly-swellmg stream, which neces-
sitated its corresponding physical extension to accommo"
date and feed them all. Thus by 1938 solid buildings of
granite stones and mortar sprang up in many parts of
the Ashram premises. The Office which had hitherto
been alternated with the dining shift in the tiny room
which served both purposes, was then established in its
own permanent building. The dining hall became an
imposing structure capable of accommodating 500 to 700
diners at a time, with an adjoining equally commodious
kitchen. The ramshackle cowshed became a huge
goshala (cow-house) in the North-easternmost corner of
the compound. The bookshop and Veda School each had
by then its own building. A few small terraced rooms
were made available for temporary visitors who came
from long distances. The visitors from South India who